78                        UELIGJOUS COURTSHIP.
you what is the whole design of a written gospel; for what end the life of our blessed Redeemer was laid down, and his works and doctrine were published to the world; and this seems to be the first thing we should know of the Scriptures, for, indeed, it is the sum and substance of them.
La. Let me see it, William.
Will. Here it is, sir. These things are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life through his name, John xx. 31.
La. That is very comprehensive indeed, William !
Will. And here is another passage I folded down, lest you should ask how you should do to believe ; it is in Mark ix. 24; it is the story of a man who brings his child to our Lord to be healed, when possessed of an evil spirit. Our Lord asks him, if he could believe: If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth: and v. 24, the father cried out with tears, Lord, I believe, help thou my unbelief.
La. What do you look at me for, William.
( William looks full in his face while he repeated the words.)
Will. O sir ! I saw your very heart; I know you prayed; I know you said Amen in your very soul to that word. Glory be to the grace of God, and to the word of God for you; the Scripture, read with such a heart as yours now is, will soon teach you all that you want to know, and all that you want to do.
The poor gentleman was overcome with his words, and could not speak for a good while ; tears came out of his eyes, and at last he burst out thus: Lord ! what a creature have I been, that have lived without the teachings of the Scriptures all my days !